
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue #16 

25th June 2019 

School Newsletter 
Important Dates 

 

Wednesday 26/6 

YR 5/6 Winter Lightning 

Premierships 

Thursday 27/6 

School Reports via 

Compass  

Friday 28/6 

Whole School Assembly – 

1:45pm 

Friday 28/6 

Last day Term 2 – 2:30pm 

finish - students dismissed 

from classrooms 

Monday 15/7 

First day Term 3 – 8:45am 

start 

Tuesday 23/7 

1/2 Bradley/Leeder  - 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

Wednesday 24/7 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

Thursday 25/7 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

Toddler & Pre-School 

Story time 
Is presented by  

Val Smith in our school 

library every 
Wednesday  

10:00-10:45am.  
Please sign in at the 

office. 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Desk Lachie Featherston 
Last year Mr Smith worked with our 2019 School Council President, 

Jacqui Salter, to secure a Junior Landcare Grant to complete work in the 

peace garden. This work has since been picked up by a group of teachers 

and parents to create a plan. Over the weekend, the first stages of that 

plan were put into action with a group of parent volunteers offering to 

get things started. Thank you to the Eagles and Burton families for their 

time and effort in creating a screen, installing an irrigation system and 

filling the sand pit with fresh sand.  

     
 

As previously communicated, we now have the parent portal active on 

Compass School Manager. This system will allow you to submit absence 

reasons, receive updates from school, book parent-teacher conferences, 

and access your child semester reports. Please make sure you download 

the app available for your device and enable notifications to receive 

information as it is sent out.  
 

Over the past year, our staff have been completing a lot of professional 

development and research into the best ways for students to learn 

reading and develop a love of literature. Below are some tips on how you 

can complement this work at home: 
 

FIVE WAYS TO ENCOURAGE GOOD READING HABITS IN KIDS 

1. CREATE A SPECIAL READING NOOK AT HOME 
2. EXPLORE, READ AND SHARE BOOKS DAILY WITH YOUR CHILD 
3. MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN READING AND EVERYDAY LIFE 
4. ASK YOUR CHILD QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT THEY ARE READING 
5. VISIT AND EXPLORE YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe and have a great midyear break! 

Lachie Featherston 

Acting Principal 

 



  

 

      

   

           

         

 

 



 

  

       

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Curriculum News  

How can I help build my child’s numeracy?  
 
As parents you play a significant role in your child’s learning by setting expectations, nurturing 
curiosity, and encouraging a love of learning. You can help build your child’s numeracy through 
doing the following: 
 

 be positive about their numeracy experiences and praise effort and perseverance 
 let your child know that everyone can be successful 
 seize everyday opportunities to capitalise on numeracy development 
 involve your child in numeracy-related activities 
 describe what you are doing in situations that involve numeracy 
 explain why you make certain numeracy choices 
 explore numeracy with your child 
 learn alongside your child and encourage a sharing of numeracy ideas and thoughts. 

 

Try these activities at home:                                          

    Are we there yet?  
 Mark important dates on a calendar 

 Discuss what time you should start getting ready 

 Time how long it takes to travel to different locations 

 Estimate how long it takes you to: brush your teeth, drive to the shop, get dressed, jump 

up and down 10 times? 

 Investigate how long it is to your children’s birthdays (in months, weeks, days or hours) 

 List your daily schedule. What time do you get up? What time do you go to school? 

 Find our arrival time if it is, for example, 10 am now and it will take us 30 minutes 

 Collect important dates and mark them on a calendar 

 Time how long does it take us to travel to school 

 Estimate how far you’ve travelled, the distance to your destination, and how long it is 

going to take 

 Find the arrival time: e.g. If it is 4:38 pm now and it will take us 15 minutes to get there 

 Enter dates into a digital calendar: e.g., identify the day of the week, the time between 

dates and set reminders 

 Help you to make a travel plan using timetables 

 Read the public transport maps to follow along with each stop 

 
http://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/numeracy-at-home-how-can-i-help-build-my-childs-

numeracy/# 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

What a busy few weeks it has been! I have to begin by saying how proud I am of the wonderful 5/6s 

and their amazing projects for the ‘Be the Change Expo.’ The effort and creativity that went into their 

work was inspiring. Well done!  

We are in the middle of winter and as always are inspired by our beautiful changing seasons. The 

season tree in the art room window has transformed thanks to the preps. Also thankyou to Elise for 

displaying these beautiful winter mountain drawings by the 5/6s. 

 

Figure 1Grade 5/6 Jen Aranyi inspired winter mountains. 

WE ARE COLLECTING!  

GLASS STONES for mosaics next term, particularly blue and green. If you are able to donate a small 

bag that would be amazing! Also any mosaic tiles that you don’t need. We will be starting some 

exciting projects for the Peace Garden with these materials. 

STICKS Lionel Lauch from Living Culture will be coming to talk to the children about the creation story 

of Bunjil and the bush foods garden in week 3 next term. He will be forming a bunjil’s nest with the 

students using sticks so we need to collect 400! The students will decorate the sticks before they place 

them in the nest. If possible the sticks need to be about 40cms long and have smooth bark. 

And finally, a shout out for HELP! I would LOVE the assistance of any parents who could help clean 

and sort materials. The art room tends to explode in the 3 days of fun we have in here! I will put up a 

roster in the window of the art room for next term. If you are able to assist please put your name in 

one of the slots. I will be forever grateful!  

Katie Wettenhall 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

  


